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What can I do during the 
Summer to make my 
application for 
apprenticeship, 
employment or university 
stronger?



The Summer is a good time to think 
about whether university or an 

apprenticeship is better for you, and 
how to make a strong application

Consider the main advantages of 
each route…



Explore which would be the best fit 
for your lifestyle



Consider the pros and cons for both…

Write a list based upon your own 
research, speaking to friends & family, 

teachers and the Careers Team



What is an apprenticeship?

Watch this 7-min video to understand the basics of 
apprenticeships

CLICK HERE

Find out how an apprenticeship works, the 
benefits, levels explained, how to find the 
right apprenticeship, how to use the Gov.uk 
website, your skills and strengths.  All 
explained below.  Earn while you learn.

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e8796cc81b5cb11&sxsrf=APpeQnuimxkt-nB9Ywxqvm2uMyeMnnJEWQ:1783180196500&udm=7&fbs=ABfTbFVyMZGZf1hfvX9uKjN_-G8c4u0nXx4bEIpwm1lnNH832cY0rzciwbWdjW1sV3VNzLxdnf7_4forAzXNHe3mB2aZlViIsntYaj22Bzzxj2z-2245BtucsWjDayQK1Zf67eOJa1JZCn43Eiid8PdzIl1UetznDdQwJQOnXQVMsrMkOkzpiFU0yWRfFv2O7zS0SnJpDuxPIdbRnEjuzOiXONaH-_4G6w&q=what+is+an+apprenticeship&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwjy-brxr7mVAxW2VkEAHem_HoIQtKgLegQIExAB&biw=1920&bih=945&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:04a6faa4,vid:9I-gOA6uh2E,st:0


The Pros and Cons of University

CLICK HERE

Take 4 mins 37 secs to watch what they 
say…

https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/study-options/the-pros-and-cons-of-university


OPEN DAYS

University Open Days are a great way to explore the campus 
and decide whether studying there is a good fit for you.

Explore dates for upcoming Open Days on the links below:

Some universities offer virtual tours and video open days so 
that you can explore their campuses and facilities:

VIRTUAL TOURS

Explore what current apprenticeship vacancies there are from 
Level 3 through to Level 6 (degree apprenticeship):

SEARCH HERE

https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/university-open-days
https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/university-open-days/virtual-tours
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


When you make your choices on your UCAS application, it will 
tell you if there is likely to be an assessment and if you need to 
take an admissions test.

Courses such as: Medicine, Dentistry, Law, Mathematics, 
Computer Science, Engineering have require admissions tests.

Some courses such as: Fine Art & Graphic Design, Architecture, 
Photography, Film/Media, Fashion & Textile Design, Make-up 
for Film & TV, make require a portfolio.

HOW TO PREPARE:
• Research your choices early
• Register for any tests within the timeline
• Build a targeted portfolio.

ADMISSIONS TESTS

https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/entry-requirements/admissions-tests


If you are considering staying in Bristol to study, you may be 
eligible for the two universities’ widening participation 
schemes

Discover Bristol 2026-2027:
Y13 students from lower socio-
economic groups. Includes 
academic taster sessions, 
personal statement guidance, 
study skills etc.

express interest here

Next Step Bristol 2026-2027:
For Y13 Asian, Black and racialised 
minoritised background students. 
4 x virtual sessions 1 x campus 
day.

apply here

Access to Bristol 2026-2027:
Open for Y13 local students from 
02/09/2026 to 27/09/2026

more info here

UWE Bristol is ranked 9th in 
the UK for the number of 
students enrolled from under-
represented groups.

Eligibility for the Access to 
UWE is based directly upon 
the information from your 
UCAS application. The 
scheme involves online 
webinars, Summer school and 
support entering higher 
education.

A contextual offer is 16 points 
lower for undergraduate 
degrees and 8 points for 
foundation degrees.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MH_ksn3NTkql2rGM8aQVG0qFliaL77JKhgDMMDTZDMdUOUJVVkQwRTk1Tk5ZVTZWQk1HMDRUMTlPVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MH_ksn3NTkql2rGM8aQVG-az1jKYKwJPk00OMLqdmOhUMkxJRkRLRktOR1FWOUJQVExDOTJPMFBKVy4u
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/access/


Making a strong application

Whether you are considering 
university or an apprenticeship, 
there are things you can do to 
make a strong application



Part-time 
Employment

Part-time roles:

SiXT Sales Exec

Line chef

bartender

security agent

Part-time roles: various

Part-time roles: various

Kingswood: Sales Assistant

Jobs also available through employment agencies such as 
Indeed, Reed Recruitment, Corr Recruitment and Blue 
Arrow etc.

Make sure you have a clear CV to share.

https://jobs.bristolairport.co.uk/vacancies/2000/part_time_sales_executive/
https://jobs.bristolairport.co.uk/vacancies/2048/line_chef/
https://jobs.bristolairport.co.uk/vacancies/2047/bartender/
https://jobs.bristolairport.co.uk/vacancies/742/security_agent/
https://careers.royalmailgroup.com/gb/en/search-results?from=10&s=1
https://careers.tesco.com/en_GB/careers/SearchJobs/?748_location_place=Bristol,%20City%20of%20Bristol,%20England,%20United%20Kingdom&748_location_radius=5&748_location_coordinates=%5b51.45,-2.6%5d&listFilterMode=1&jobRecordsPerPage=10&
https://www.savers.jobs/job/75821076


Voluntary 
Work

Can Do Bristol

Bristol City Council

Citizens Advice South Glos

Somerset Wildlife Trust

Royal Voluntary Service

Young Bristol

Creative Youth Network

https://candobristol.co.uk/?view=list
https://candobristol.co.uk/?view=list
https://candobristol.co.uk/?view=list
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/people-and-communities/volunteering-in-bristol
https://www.southgloscab.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer-in-south-glos/volunteer-in-bristol/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23765515859&gbraid=0AAAAAqETYAVHf-glFPxrQVUT2BC3wRNa1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3qLSBhDaARIsAFTiVh7pCQj47elOnE7oaUh4-lEH3NdLcq0jPOTY4RETblP2g7ZoyJsCP-oaArGbEALw_wcB
https://www.somersetwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteering?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17610670231&gbraid=0AAAAADyh7Rq-9CVqhDGK9vpNWoaFx2kWG&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3qLSBhDaARIsAFTiVh41RVEa79Hmpp8gcoyaakTc_vSSUF87ju05e-HhWJK5o8X3ALm_HpAaAmKtEALw_wcB
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/volunteering/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=22587054471&utm_content=&utm_term=&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22593371927&gbraid=0AAAAADuvtp8CFW7QnS4MgsL57QBepKmwZ&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3qLSBhDaARIsAFTiVh5sDbL54CqZtr3IEmuKDEXVB-NX3Z5ogeXqcRY6Z0D0ktsRI2ZaBK4aAhgbEALw_wcB
https://www.youngbristol.com/volunteer-for-us
https://creativeyouthnetwork.org.uk/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22234194472&gbraid=0AAAAADQ2ZNW-KuxsP8werFo8RcA7v1e9w&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3qLSBhDaARIsAFTiVh5MN8hgCDDMtcmbfeNA0duEHxsIRchacuxQnybDYPcOs2lPcIknzWoaAn-WEALw_wcB


Online 
Courses

Money & Business

Health, Sports & Psychology

History & The Arts

Nature & Environment

Science, Maths & Technology

Society, Politics & Law

Digital & Computing

all courses here

Coding, cyber security, team leading, 
equity & diversity, mental health 
awareness… and many more!

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue?filter=date/grid/21/all/all/all/all
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue?filter=date/grid/3/all/all/all/all
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue?filter=date/grid/15/all/all/all/all
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue?filter=date/grid/27/all/all/all/all
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue?filter=date/grid/33/all/all/all/all
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue?filter=date/grid/55/all/all/all/all
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue?filter=date/grid/287/all/all/all/all
https://freecoursesinengland.co.uk/free-courses-1/?v=a


Extra 
Curriculars

Examples of extra-curricular activities:
• Sports clubs
• Performing Arts and Visual Arts – drama, choir, band, 

painting, pottery, public speaking etc.
• School clubs – debate teams, chess clubs, student 

councils
• Work experience, part-time work
• Voluntary work and fund raising
• Tutoring or training
• Learning a foreign language

Super-curricular activities are completed outside the 
classroom to deepen your subject knowledge eg. Online 
courses, independent research (EPQ), wider reading & 
listening (Podcasts, Blogs), subject-specific challenges (eg. 
Mathematics Challenges, practical projects.



Bristol Summer Events & Activities

(some of which may be useful in your applications!)

Bristol Harbour Festival 17-19 July
https://www.bristolharbourfestival.co.uk/

Bristol International Balloon Fiesta 7-9 August
https://www.bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk/

Forwards Festival Bristol 29-30 August   
https://www.forwardsbristol.co.uk/

Sparks Bristol (located in the former Broadmead Marks & 
Spencer building) this eco-hub hosts community markets 
and events, eg. Repair Café: 
https://sparksbristol.co.uk/events/repair-cafe/

Blackbeard to Banksy – Bristol Walking Tour, discover 
Bristol’s radical history and street art:
https://blackbeard2banksy.com/

Wake the Riger Amazement Park – Immersive Adventures 
Bristol: 
https://www.wakethetiger.com/

https://www.bristolharbourfestival.co.uk/
https://www.bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk/
https://www.forwardsbristol.co.uk/
https://sparksbristol.co.uk/events/repair-cafe/
https://sparksbristol.co.uk/events/repair-cafe/
https://sparksbristol.co.uk/events/repair-cafe/
https://blackbeard2banksy.com/
https://www.wakethetiger.com/


If you are considering a career in

health care: 

APPLY HERE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeELAkJ7iYa9AOq7V5KpiP1UAagOG-veBQNNvegKxTDOLD_eg/viewform?pli=1


I have questions, or need 
support…email
careers@p16.clf.uk
TEAMS or in-person meetings available

??

????

??????

?

?????

???

mailto:careers@p16.clf.uk
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